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In private life's calm ſtation plac d, 


Let Heav'n for nature's wants allow, 


With cold indiff rence would 1 view 
Departing Fortunes winged haſte 
And at the Goddeſs laugh like you. 
Th' inſipid farce of tedious ſtate, | 
Imperial duty's real weight, 
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The fickle multitude's careſs, 
And fatt'rer's wordy emptineſs, 


By long experience well 1 know ; 


And, tho' a Prince and Poet born, © $4 


Vain blandiſhments of Glory ſcorn. 
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Sweet Eaſe and unaffected Joy, g I 
Domeſtic Peace, and ſportive Pleaſure, 
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Soft ſilent ſcenes of lovely leiſur 1 10 


To, what we Monarchs buy ſo dear, 


The thorny pomp of ſcepterid ere. 


My pain or bliſs ſhall neter depend 
On fickle Fortune's caſual flight, 
For, whether ſhe's my foe or friend, 


In calm repoſe Tu paſs the night 3 


And ne er by watchful homage on 


I court her ſmile, or fear her frown. 
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Penſer, vivre, et mourir en Roi. 
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Voltarre, within his private cell 

In realms where ancient honeſty 

Is patrimonial property, 

And ſacred Freedom loves to dwell, 

| May give vp all bis peaceful mind, 
Guided Fas Plato's deathleſs Page, 

In filent ſolitude reſign d | 

To the mild virtues of a Sage; 
But I, gainſt whom wild whirhwinds wage 


Fierce war with wreck-denouncing wing, 


Muſt be, to face the tempeſt's rage, 
In thought, in life, and death a King. 
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